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Grandview High School Band 
 
Dear Grandview Students and Parents, 
 
Welcome to Grandview High School! I am very excited and honored to be a part of the Grandview 
community.  We are headed into the future with great enthusiasm to build traditions of excellence in 
band. This handbook outlines policies, general information, expectations, and schedules to assist in 
providing an excellent musical learning experience for band students at Grandview.   
 
The foundation of the band program lies in the concert bands.  These groups provide the fundamentals 
of music needed to make students successful musicians in all areas.  In addition, we have two jazz 
band classes, and there will be co-curricular opportunities for students in the new Wolf Pride Band, the 
musical pit orchestra, and various chamber ensembles.   
 
Parents, we need your help! Please take a moment and review the information describing the role of 
the Grandview Performing Arts Patrons.  This parent group supports the arts in amazing ways. Your 
involvement will make a difference! 
 
 
 
Let’s have a great school year! 
 
Musically, 
Mr. Keith Farmer 
Band Director 
Grandview High School 
720-886-6592– school 

kfarmer2@cherrycreekschools.org – email 
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Vision Statement 
 

 

 

Mission -  To inspire academic achievement, responsible 
citizenship, and individual development in a supportive 
environment that develops student ability and appreciation of 
music as an art form.  

 

Goal - To enable students to achieve excellence in music 
performance and knowledge as a result of receiving a balanced 
music education. 

 

At Grandview High School the Arts Make a Difference! 
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Course Offerings and Descriptions 

Concert Band- This group is open to any students with previous band experience.  No audition is 
required.  The emphasis of this ensemble is to learn about music and the development of fundamental 
playing skills.  Concerts will be scheduled throughout the year and attendance at each performance is 
mandatory.  

Symphonic Band- This group is comprised of auditioned students.  This ensemble not only continues 
to work on fundamental skills, but also performs more varied and demanding wind literature.  Concerts 
will be scheduled throughout the year and attendance at each performance is mandatory.  

 
Wind Ensemble- Wind Ensemble is comprised of the most advanced band students at Grandview.  It 
is truly an honor to be selected by audition for this outstanding group.  The emphasis of the Wind 
Ensemble is to achieve excellence in performance.  Wind Ensemble students will perform difficult 
literature and develop higher level thinking skills.  Concerts will be scheduled throughout the year and 
attendance at each performance is mandatory. 

Jazz Ensemble II- Any Grandview student is welcome to audition. Jazz II focuses on experiencing all 
styles of jazz, beginning and intermediate improvisation, and the fundamentals of jazz style and 
history.  Students are strongly encouraged to participate in a concert band in addition to this class.  
Concerts will be scheduled throughout the year and attendance at each performance is mandatory.  

 
Jazz Ensemble I – Jazz Ensemble I is the premiere performing group in the area of jazz.  It is made up 
of the finest jazz musicians at Grandview and is entered by audition only.  This class has an emphasis 
on performance and students work on intermediate and advanced improvisation.  Students are strongly 
encouraged to participate in a concert band in addition to this class.  Concerts will be scheduled 
throughout the year and attendance at each performance is mandatory. 
 
Wolf Pride Band- This new group performs in parades and at football and basketball games.  The 
purpose of the Wolf Pride Band is to enhance school spirit and community pride by sharing our music 
making at sporting events and parades. This should be a fun experience for all involved; but, everyone 
must remember that the focus will always remain on the MUSIC! 
 
Standards in Music Education 
The band program at Grandview High School will be based on the National, Colorado, and Cherry 
Creek Standards for Music Education.   
 Music is important to life and learning.   
 Music provides forms of nonverbal communication that strengthen the presentation of ideas and 

emotions.   
 Critical thinking skills learned in music can be applied to other disciplines that require creative 

solutions.  
 Students benefit from music education because it develops the whole person, gradually building 

music literacy while cultivating intuition, reasoning, imagination, and dexterity into unique forms 
of expression and communication.   

 Music plays a valuable role in creating understanding among the people of diverse cultures.   
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Colorado Academic Standards in Music 
The Colorado Academic Standards in Music are the topical organization of the 
concepts and skills every Colorado student should know and be able to do 
throughout their Preschool through Grade 12 experience. 
 
Expression of Music. The expression of music is the demonstration of human 
thought and emotion through the medium of performance, which is a product of 
knowledge and skills gained in the study of music. 

1. Performance of musical works, accurately and expressively, demonstrating evidence of self-evaluation and personal 
interpretation at the minimal level of 4 (intermediate) on a scale of 1-6. 
2. Performance of musical works, accurately and expressively at the first reading, at the minimal level of 3 on a scale 
of 1-6. 
3. Appropriate response as a member of an ensemble while performing a musical work at the minimal level of 4 
(intermediate) on a scale of 1-6. 

 
Creation of Music. The creation of music is the demonstration of learned skills 
in the composition, improvisation and arranging of music. Creating music 
involves writing music, fashioning new music from an existing piece of music or 
forming an entirely new piece of music. 

 1. Improvisation of a stylistically appropriate vocal or instrumental solo over a given    pattern of harmonic 
progressions. 
2. Composition of more complex music in several distinct styles. 
3. Arrangement of pieces for voices or instruments other than those for which the pieces were written in ways that 
preserve or enhance the expressive effect of the music. 

 
Theory of Music. The theory of music is the understanding of the distinctive 
language, conventions, mechanics and structure of organized sound. 
Investigation of music theory allows for a more complete understanding of all 
aspects of the musical process, including musical performance and composition. 

1. Interpreting notation of aural musical elements and ideas. 
2. Classification of musical genre, style, historical period or culture. 
3. Critical, informed evaluation of musical works. 

 
Aesthetic Valuation of Music. The value of music focuses on the knowledge 
needed to make an informed evaluation and to provide a well thought-out 
critique about a musical piece. It also addresses the beauty, heart, and soul; the 
aesthetics of music. Valuing music will permit individuals to distinguish between a 
scholarly and an individual judgment of music. 

1. Awareness of appropriate behavior in cultural activities. 
2. Critical evaluation of the quality and effectiveness of musical performances. 
3. Verbalization and defense of oral and/or written aesthetic judgments using appropriate 
evaluative criteria. 
4. Explanation of opportunities available to them for further musical growth and 
professional development. 

Music standards can make a difference because they speak powerfully to two fundamental issues 
that pervade all of education: Quality and Accountability. A complete list of standards and 
benchmarks is available at www.cde.state.co.us. 
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Policies and Information 
Student Expectations – 

 Be respectful 
 Be responsible (on time with all materials every day) 
 Give your best effort daily 
 In an effort to increase student achievement and engagement, all students in 

performing arts classes and after school activities will be required to dock their cell 
phones in their performing arts classroom. All performing arts rooms have phone 
storage complete with labels for each student in the class/activity.  Students will not 
have access to phones during classes/rehearsals. If there is an emergency, please 
contact the main office.    

Parent Expectations – 

 Support your student and the band program 
 Read this handbook 
 Take care of instruments, reeds, and equipment not covered by the school 
 Provide a consistent space and time for your student to practice 
 Be responsible for acquiring and maintaining your students concert uniform 
 Try to plan family activities around scheduled band events 
 Communicate with the teacher if there are any concerns 
 Be a positive role model for your student 
 Encourage them to take lessons  
 Consider joining the Performing Arts Patrons  

Teacher Expectations – The teacher will: 

 Provide a safe and encouraging learning environment 
 Be prepared 
 Treat all students in a fair manner 
 Be positive 
 Be organized 
 Design activities for student centered learning 
 Respond to concerns in a timely manner 
 Communicate program goals effectively 
 Be the consummate musician 
 Be a positive role model for young people 

Rehearsal Etiquette –  

 Stop playing immediately after the cut off 
 No food, drink (other than water), or gum in the band room 
 Cell Phones must be parked. 
 Be on time- Mr. Farmer will provide specific times for each class 
 Dismissal comes from the teacher, not from the bell 
 The podium is “sacred space.”  Anyone who is on the podium will be given the full and 

complete attention of the class. 
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Attendance –  

Music ensembles require a team effort.  When part of the team is missing, it is hard to function 
properly.  Therefore, every member’s presence is needed at all classes, rehearsals, and 
performances.  All school attendance policies apply. The following are the only reasons to qualify 
for an excused absence: 

 Illness 
 Death in the family 

The following are NOT acceptable reasons for absence: 
- Work 
- Lack of transportation 
- Large amounts of homework (Plan ahead!) 

Tardy Policy 
Beginning rehearsal on time is key to the success of each ensemble. Students in top ensembles 
should be unpacked, seated, with music and pencils ready when the bell rings. Plan accordingly 
so that the ensemble can start tuning and be ready to rehearse in any location! Effective for the 
2019-20 year, the Performing Arts Department will be giving warnings for the first 2 tardies 
(first 1-9 minutes) to class and students will be referred to the Dean for each tardy after 2. 
Students who arrive after the first 10 minutes will be considered Unexcused Late, and will be 
referred to the Deans. 
 
Being present, on time, and engaged is necessary for success of the ensemble in band.  You must 
be present, engaged, and on time. If you must be absent, communicate with Mr. Farmer prior to 
the absence.  All school attendance policies apply.  Attendance at performances outside of the 
school day is REQUIRED. 
 
Grading – 
Instrumental music classes are academic subjects for which students receive credit similar to any 
other class.  Therefore, as in any other curricular subject, grades must be earned.  Grades are 
evaluations of students’ progress on the music standards previously listed in this document.  Five 
components will determine a student’s grade: 1) Performance Component, 2) Written 
Component, 3) Final Exam 
 
1) Performance Component assessments  

Concerts performance grade =  
- 50% teacher evaluation of performance  
- 50% student evaluation of performance 

Playing tests 
Scale tests 
Presentations 

2) Written Component assessments  
Common Assessments 
Theory work and tests 
Quizzes 
Listening tests 
Projects 
Compositions 
Concert evaluations 7 



3) Final Exam  
 

In accordance with the GHS grading policy, semester percentages will be assigned the following 
letter grades: 
90-100% =  A  Advanced 
80-89%   =  B  Proficient 
70-79%   =  C  Partially Proficient 
60-69%   =  D  In Progress 
59 -   %   =  F  Failing 

 Students who miss a performance may not receive an ‘A.’     

 Grades are cumulative by semester.  Progress reports will be available on PowerSchool. 
 

CHSAA Eligibility Activities Requirements for all Field Trips 
Effective new in the 19-20 school year, all students must be academically eligible to attend any field trip, just as 
required for all athletes. This includes, but is not limited to, festivals, musicals, trips (including out of country), 
etc. Students are given notice from either their teacher or Activities Office if they have 2 or more F’s and an F in 
Citizenship. Students are expected to contact their teachers and have grades improved by the end of the week/ 
Friday PRIOR to the planned activity in order to be eligible to participate in the planned activity. Students not 
eligible will also not be able to request refunds for missed activities. To stay proactive, students and parents are 
encouraged to check PowerSchool grades frequently and ensure that students are achieving success in their 
classes at Grandview. 
 
Practice Time – 
 
In order to have an excellent music program, each individual must do their part.  It is an 
expectation that high school band students should be practicing outside of class.  Keys to 
successful practicing include consistency, challenging yourself, and having fun. There will be 
many performance exams that will hold students accountable for their practice time as well as 
student monitored practice records.  The teacher will provide a practice guide in classes that will 
guide parents in helping students to practice. 
 
Concerts/Performances- 
All concerts and performances are REQUIRED.  As stated previously, it is essential to successful 
musical results to have 100% participation.  Students with un- excused concert absences 
will NOT be able to make up concert points.   
 

Concert Etiquette and Dress- This year we will not be requiring the purchase of 
uniforms. We ask that students wear the uniform they already have, or dress nicely in 
black and white. We hope this can help anyone struggling with finances in the current 
situation.  
 



Wind Ensemble- 
Required uniform pieces for Wind Ensemble will be ordered by the school.  Men wear a black 
tuxedo pants, jacket, white tuxedo shirt, black cummerbund, and black bow tie. Women wear a 
long black dress.  All students wear black dress shoes and socks.  Cost breakdowns will be 
provided to students the first week of school. 
 
Symphonic Band/Concert Band- 
Required uniform pieces for Symphonic Band/Concert Band will be ordered by the school. Men 
wear black tuxedo pants, white tuxedo shirt, black cummerbund, and black bow tie. Women 
wear a long black dress or a long black skirt with a black blouse.  All students wear black dress 
shoes and socks.  Cost breakdowns will be provided to students the first week of school. 
 
Jazz Ensemble I - 
Students wear black and white, semi-formal attire, with black dress shoes and socks. Men wear 
jackets. 
 
Jazz Ensemble II - 
Men wear black dress slacks, white collared shirt, tie, dress shoes and black socks.  Women wear 
black dress slacks or a long skirt with a white dress top. 
 
 
 
 
Auditions/Chair Placements/Challenges- 
All groups will have chair placement auditions in the fall.  Auditions will consist of scales, a 
prepared excerpt, and sight-reading (plus improvisation for jazz bands).  Music will be provided 
by the teacher.  
 
A student may challenge an individual sitting one chair ahead of them.  The individual 
challenging must notify the student being challenged one class in advance of the challenge.  The 
director will provide music, listen to the challenge. All decisions made by the director are final.  
A person who loses a challenge may not challenge again for two weeks.  No challenges will be 
scheduled two weeks prior to any performance.   
 
In addition to individual challenges, the director reserves the right to hold section challenges at 
any time during rehearsal.  Section Challenges are designed such that you cannot move down 
more than one chair, but he or she could move up multiple chairs.  Challenges are NOT part of a 
student’s grade. 
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Equipment-  
Students are expected to come to class each day with their instrument, music, and a PENCIL.  
Please respect all school equipment (including chairs and stands) and treat it as if it were your 
own piece of equipment. 
School owned instruments- Students using school instruments including all percussionists, are 
responsible for the care of the instrument at all times.  Please read the users agreement for 
further details.  In the case of two students sharing a school instrument, both students will be 
responsible for it.   
Brass Instruments-  
 Brass players need to have supplies sufficient for the care of the instrument, such as 

valve/slide oil, slide grease, and a flexible cleaner (snake). 
 Brass instruments should be cleaned once a year with warm soapy water.  Take care when 

cleaning not to damage valves and slides.  Bathtubs and showers are good places to clean an 
instrument.  See Mr. Farmer for more information. 

 If you are still playing on the original mouthpiece that came with your instrument, you may 
want to consider purchasing a larger mouthpiece.  The original mouthpiece is generally too 
small for anyone playing more than two years. 

 
Woodwind Instruments- 
 Woodwind instruments should be swabbed out after every use and during heavy use.  This 

helps preserve the pads. 
 Pads should be cleaned often with cigarette rolling papers.  These papers are textured to 

provide good cleaning without damaging the pads. 
Reed players should have a box of good quality working reeds (3 or higher) in the case.  Keep a 
reed holder to store the reeds when not in use.  Never leave the reed on the mouthpiece 
 Consider purchasing an upgraded mouthpiece.   A higher quality mouthpiece will help you 
sound better and will be better suited for the stronger reeds. 
 
Percussion-  
 Only percussionists are allowed to use school equipment.  Non-percussionists do not have 
permission to touch any percussion equipment. 
 Percussionists will purchase a stick bag and the following mallets: 
- 1 pair timpani mallets 
- 1 pair soft yarn mallets 
- 1 pair hard rubber mallets 
- 1 pair drumsticks 
- 1 pair 5A or 7A drumsticks(jazz only) 
 
Music- 
Students have their own music folder.  Each student is responsible for the music in that folder, and 
will be charged for music that is lost or damaged. 
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Practice Tips- 
Daily practice is the key to success on any instrument.  Quality is more important than quantity.  
Fifteen minutes per day is more beneficial than 2 hours once a week.  Here are some tips to aid in the 
practicing process 
 Find a quiet place with few distractions 
 Pick a certain time/s during the day and practice that time every day 
 Develop a warm up routine that includes long tones, slurs, articulation, scales, rudiments 
(Percussion), see director for guidance if needed. 
 Set obtainable goals for each practice session 
 Spend more time on passages that are difficult, there is no need to practice the parts that can 
already be played correctly 
 Use etude books and solos written specifically for your instrument, see director for guidance 
 Practice EVERYDAY!  Skipped days result in muscle and coordination losses 
 
Private Lessons- 
Private lessons are highly encouraged and provide a way for a student to grow exponentially on the 
instrument they are playing.  Check the website for a list of possible teachers.  Mr. Farmer will also be 
available before and after school for students needing assistance or further instruction. 
 
Lettering- Students will have the opportunity to letter in band.  Look for this information at the 
beginning of the school year. 
 
Instrumental Music Council – Students will be selected from each class for this advisory group. 
 
Awards-There will be a band awards ceremony at Curtain Call in May during which outstanding and 
improving students will be presented with awards from the director.  
 
Music Camps- 
Interlochen National Music Camps 
Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp 
UNC Jazz Camp 
CCJA Summer Jazz Program 
DU Jazz Camp 
Rocky Ridge Music Camp in Estes Park 
Western State Music Camp 
Berkeley College of Music Programs 
There are many more…watch bulletin board for complete information. 
 
Other groups to play in – 
Colorado Honor Band (concert and jazz) – cohonorband.org 
Colorado Youth Symphony (strings and winds) – cyso.org 
Front Range Youth Symphony (strings and winds) 
Denver Young Artists Orchestra (strings and winds) – dyao.org 
Colorado Conservatory for Jazz Arts –ccja.org 
See Mr. Farmer for more information. 
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Local Area Music Stores 
 

Music and Arts Center 
5168 S. Broadway 
Englewood, CO  
303-788-0707 
www.musicarts.com 
 
Flesher Hinton Music Company 
303-433-8891 
www.flesherhinton.com 
 
Kolacny Music 
1900 S. Broadway 
Denver, CO 
303-722-6081 
www.kolacnymusic.com 
 
Allegro Music 
11280 S Twenty Mile Rd STE 110 
Parker, CO 80134 
303-690-3915 
 
Golden Music  
10395 W. Colfax Ave. 
Lakewood, CO  
www.Goldenmusic.co 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


